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Rabbit Info
Here are a few pointers that might help us with our projects once the bunnies are tagged in. Keep in mind that you need to do whatever works best for your project.
· If possible keep the rabbits outdoors, not in an enclosed area like a shop or garage. The fresh air and cooler nights are healthier. If it is hot outside we recommend keeping them in the shade with a fan on them or bringing them inside. 
· Keep fresh water for them at all times. They eat better when the feed is fresh also. Don't fill up a feeder they can't possibly empty in a day's time. 
· Pen size: as the rabbits reach the 3 pound size pen size should be large enough for rabbits to move around.
· Handle the rabbits often to get them used to being out of the cage and to pose for the judge.  Do not pick the rabbit up by the fur. Get a piece of carpet or rug to put them on while handling. You might want to staple it to a piece of plywood.
· A rabbit should gain about 8 oz. per week on full feed and water. Weigh your rabbits and figure how much weight it should gain to be as close to 5.5 Ibs. At the show (rabbits must weigh between 3.5-6.0 Ibs.) and should be no more than 75 days old. If the rabbits are too heavy reduce the feed intake a bit. To maintain the rabbit's weight, feed it 3 times per day just enough to have something in its stomach. Note: Do not totally take the feed away to reduce it’s weight.  This will only hurt the rabbit's condition and appearance.
· When selecting the meat pen for show it's important that the 3 rabbits selected be as close in weight and condition as possible... "peas-in-a-pod'. No more than ¼ pound difference in the 3 rabbits is preferable. Rabbits will be weighed on digital scales at the shows. An exhibitor may bring one extra rabbits at the time of sifting.
· Check the rabbit's ears for ear canker constantly. This will appear as sores or scabs down in the ear. If they have canker, use a Q​tip with Campho-phenique daily to clear it up. Prevent ear cankers by weekly applications to each ear.  One to two drops of Ivomec in the ears works well to cure this.
· If any of the rabbits have runny nose or sniffles (shown by rabbit rubbing its nose with paws and leaving the fur matted), please contact your animal advisor immediately. Most judges will disqualify a pen if one has a runny nose.
· The rabbits should have all toes and toenails intact at show time. If a rabbit is missing one, it could be disqualified. Care should be taken when handling the rabbits, especially in wire bottom cages where the nails could easily be snagged. A set of pet toenail clippers will help minimize the scratching.
· You will need something to transport the rabbits to the show in to prevent injuries to the rabbits. This will also keep them clean and away from their urine and feces. Judges are not very fond of urine soaked rabbits. The carrier needs to hold their toes up off the ground as well as having good ventilation is extremely important. (ex pet carrier, rabbit cage with double bottom, dog kennel). 
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