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New figures show drop in reservoir
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	A resevoir Lubbock planners believe crucial to the city drinking supply has shrank even as its waters lap the highest points of the lakes shore. 

Record drought and new, more-accurate surveys have withered 
lake Alan Henry on paper, if not along the canyon walls that contains the reservoir outside of Justiceburg. 

New numbers show the lake can reliably produce 19 thousand acre/feet of water a year; down from the 30,000 acre/foot supply planners intended in 1971 and less than 1/2 of the 42,000 acre/feet Lubbock used in 2006. 

The most recent reduction occured a day before the Lubbock city Council discussed the importance of a $200,000,000 pipeline and treatment facility project to the lake Planners believe Lubbock will need the project online in the next 5 years to keep up with demand. 

While still an important water source, the lake's decline is the latest disgrase for what was once to solve Hub City water woes.

Texas Water Development Board hydrologist recently found the lake's volume smaller than what planners predicted reducing the lake's size for the fifth time since the reservoir was first planned. 

“Adjustments to lake sizes are common, said Hydrologist Barney Austin, noting that there’s some degree of error in the analysis. 

“The new measruements were likely more reliable than estimates made tromping through canyon’s brush before the lake were filled,” Austin said State planners have the luxury of quickly moving around the lake and checking depths. 
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